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A Bit About Me

Live In the smallest state in the US

Designed my first site before there was a
<table> tag

Love to learn. Love to share even more.
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Follow @aProperCollie around a lot
& post pictures on Instagram
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An acknowledgement

I'm a fan of Responsive Web Design
RWD Is a big deal. Really.

't's also part of a larger conversation
about design

hat includes typography
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What's type got to do with it?

Everything: type is the most prevalent

design element on the page

Words have meaning —
but letters hare emotion

Type Is the most efficient design element

(in terms of file size)

...but it works differently on the web
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When is our industry going stop
calling it “web” typography?

@sblakeborough, via twitter



Not sure we can.

Encompasses all of what you know about
type & its use, but

Typography on

‘he web

additional consi

‘equires

deration

(art & science)

Our canvas is fluid; constantly expanding

& contracting

Reading on screens will only increase
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So let’s move on.
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Hat—tip to London

First spoke about web fonts here in 2011
Used the phrase ‘Responsive Typography’
Wrote about it for fonts.com, Typecast.com

Since then, others have used it too

Oliver Reichenstein @ ia.net
Nick Sherman @ AEA
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But what does it mean?
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Responsive Typography, Defined

't's more than just web fonts

Responsive Typography must be:
Performant
Progressive

Proportional
Polished

So let's explore

h-w
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Performance matters

You've got b seconds betore they bail
Don’t waste users’ time

Respect the web, respect your users
Get the content on the screen

Font loader classes FTW
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FOUT 1s YOUR fault

Use these: .wf-inactive / .wf-active

This CSS results in a blank screen during load:
body { font-family: “Trade Gothic”, helvetica, arial; }

Add this & give them content, then fonts:

.wf-inactive body { font-family: helvetica, arial; }

Yes, It's that simple

h-w
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Performance matters

Tune tallback-specitic CSS to avoid reflow
Test your design with fallback fonts only

Adjust font-size, line-height, letter-spacing

to avold jumpiness
Web Font Fallback Test Page

Excerpt from Moby Dick

by Herman Melville

“Let the owners stand on Nantucket beach and outyell the Typhoons, What cares Ahab? Owr
to me, Starbuck, about those miserly owners, as if the owners were my conscience. But look
its commander, and hark ye, my conscience is in this ship's keel.~On deck!”

Web fonts loaded
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Performance matters

Tune tallback-specitic CSS to avoid reflow
Test your design with fallback fonts only

Adjust font-size, line-height, letter-spacing

to avold jJumpiness
Web Font Fallback Test Page

Excerpt from Moby Dick

by Herman Melville

“Let the owners stand on Nantucket beach and outyell the Typhoons. What cares Ahab? C
prating to mStrbudtabwmosemrsonyowmas Mownorsweremyeosoe
anything is its commander; and hark ye, my conscience is keel — Ondeckw1

No web fonts, uncorrected
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Performance matters

Tune tallback-specitic CSS to avoid reflow
Test your design with fallback fonts only

Adjust font-size, line-height, letter-spacing

to avold jJumpiness
Web Font Fallback Test Page

Excerpt from Moby Dick
by Herman Melville
“Let the owners stand on Nantucket beach and outyell the Typhoons. What cares Ahab? Own

to me, Starbucik, about thosa miserly owners, as if the owners were my consclence. But look
its commander; and hark ye, my conscience s in this ship's keel —On deck!"

No web fonts, corrected
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Performance matters

Tune tallback-specitic CSS to avoid reflow

Test your design with fallback fonts only

Adjust font-size, line-height, letter-spacing

to avold jJumpiness

Web Font Fallback Test Page

Excerpt from Moby Dick

by Herman Melville

“Let the owners stand on Nantucket beach and outyell the Typhoons, What cares Ahab?
to me, Starbuck, about those miserly owners, as if the owners were my conscience. But look
its commander, and hark ye, my conscience is in this ship's keel.—~On deck!”

Web fonts loaded
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Performance matters

Design for readability & beauty

But load only what you need

Trade Gothic Next LT Pro Bold

I I
this is a typeface this is a font

Each font has a performance cost

Budget wisely

h-w
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Progressively enhance

Asia, India, Africa are huge markets & growing
Most handsets running Opera Mini

Which does not support @font-face

cue: sad trombone

350 Million reasons you should have tuned
your fallback styles
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Proportion: one size won't do

Much has been written about RWD:

Responsive Images
Emerging Ul Patterns

Performance Optimization
Most ignore the scale of your type
| find this... disturbing.

h-w
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+ Small canvas requires
subtle proportions

+ What works in print...

WOrks In print

+ Bringhurst matters,
but scale must adapt

Rosgmomswm T pumng apiy D
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Elements of Typographic Style

+ Bringhurst’ scale
works well on desktop

+ Looks ungainly on
small screens

+ Here's a scale that
nelps translate:
nttp://bit.ly/[prwt

Coipmms vm T prmng apty D

>
[ Hewser i foos Site Jen | T
‘ - Y/
,“-m bt &'
- 1 Ji1 1V R

1 Fant Size dem

A Whale of a Tale

e Proponta, o8 far a8 | 080 leam, none of That peouiar SUDStAnCe Called BT is 0
be found, the shementt of e nght whale. But | hawe every sesacn % Bobeve hat the
1000 of the sperm whale - 50ud o Oute figh— ks o the botom of that sea. Decausse
rge Crestures, But by no meien the lrgest of that 50t have Doen found ot 23
suriace ¥ then, you propecy Dot these Satements 100Mther, 30 Maton LHon them 3
B, you wil Sy percewe T, sttordng 10 8l huren resscnng, Mrocooes's
Sea-mOrgier. that for halt 3 century stove the ships of 3 Roman Emperoc must o o
probabity have boos 8 3000 whale

So ‘l'he Tale Continues

Though, consumed with the hot few of his purpose, ANad n ol s Boughts and
HCLONS ever Nad @ vew The Umane cagture of Moty Dhol. though N seermed ready %
sacriice ol mortal nterests % Tt One 2asson, nevertheless £ may Aave boon that he
wad Dy rature 3¢ 10N Nabtuaton fir 100 medded 10 3 fery whaleman's mays
shogether % sbandon the collsteryl prosecution of the woyage Or of losst # ha were
CLROTWBE. TS WIS NOE WG Othey MGtves Much more rfluertal wet him &
would be refrnng 100 Much, Derhaga. Cvin CONSderng hal MONOrrand, 1O st Ihat ha
WSCIVINeSS owaess the IWhite Whale might have possly ewsended el n some
Gogroe 10 0 s0trs whiled, 0 Tt The More MOraiers e shew By 50 Much Ihe more
he multiphed the chances that each subsequently encounteend whale would prove %0
D the Nated one he Purted Bt @ Such a0 hooThess De mdoed extedtonadie. these
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http://bit.ly/jprwt

For example...
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A Whale of a Tale
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B, you wil Sairly pertowe TN, actordng %0 8l hurren ressceng, Mocoows s
Bea-morgter. that for hal 3 centiry slove the ships of 3 Roman Emperce must o o
probebity have boes & 50 whale
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So The Tale Continues

Though, consumed with the hot few of his purpose, Al n ol s Boughts and
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he mutphed the Chances hat each sbsequently encourteend whale woud prowe 0
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For example...
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A Whale of a Tale

In the Proponts, 83 far 88 | can lesen, none of that pecular substance called BRIT is to
be found, the aliment of the right whale. But | have every reason 10 believe that the
food of the sperm whale~squid Or cuttie-fish—lkurks a2 the botiom of that ses, because
large creatures, but by no means the largest of that sort, have been found at its
surface. If, then, you properly put these statements together and reason upon them a
bet, you will clearly perceve that, acooedng 10 all human reasoning, Procopus’s
sea-monsier, that for half a century stove the ships of a Roman Emperce, must in all
probabdity have been 8 sperm whale

12 Font Sive 2 2%em |

So The Tale Continues

Though, consumed with the hot fire of his purpose, Ahab in all his thoughts and
actions ever had in view the Ultimate capture of Moby Dick though he seemed ready 10
sacnifice all mortal interests 10 that one passion, nevertheless it may have been that he
was by nature and long habituation far 100 wedded to a fery whaleman's warys,
ahogether to adandon the collatersl peosecution of the voyage. Or ot least if thes were
otherwise, there were not wanting other motives much more influential with him. it
would be refirung 100 much, perhaps, even considernng his monomansa, 10 hint that hs
vindictiveness towaeds the White Whale might have possibly extended itself in some
degree 10 8l sperm whales, and that the more monsters he slew by 30 much the more
he muitiphed the chances that each subsequently encountered whale would prove to
be the hated one he hunted. But if such an hypothesis be indeed exceptionable, there
were stll 33 tonal congicentions which, though not 50 strictly 8ccordng with the
weidesng of his ruing passion, yet were by no means incapable of swaying hm
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Further Exploration Has Merit

100is used in the shadow of the moon, men are most apt to
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the other side; but started at two
reflected, fond eyes in the water there.
Fedaliah was motioniessly leanng over
the same rail

M) Fom Site L 75e
Jonah was completely
wrong

Tis my Mary, my Mary herself! She
promised that my boy, every moming,
should be camed %0 the bl to catch the
first gimpse of his father's saif Yes, yes!
NG Morel & is done! we head for
Nantucket' Come, my Captain, study out
the course, and et us swary! See, seef the
boy's face from the window! the boy's
hand on the hie

i0S Simulator - iPhone Retina (4-inch 64-bit)...

W

Carrier = 9:10 AM -
= localhost (o)
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none of that peculiar substance called
BRIT is to be found, the aliment of the
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For example...
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A Whale of a Tale

In the Proponta, 83 far 83 | can leaen, none of that pecular substance called BRIT is 1o
be found, the aliment of the right whale. But | have every reason 10 believe that the
food of the sperm whale~squid Or cuttie-fish—lkurks a2 the botiom of that ses, because
large creatures, but by no means the largest of that sort, have been found at its
surface. If, then, you properly put these statements together and reason upon them a
bet, you will Clearly percenve that, accordng 10 all human reasoning, Procopus’s
sea-monsier, that for half a century stove the ships of a Roman Emperce, must in all
probabdity have been 8 sperm whale

M2 Font Sive 22%em |

So The Tale Continues

Though, consumed with the hot fire of his purpose, Ahab in all his thoughts and
actions ever had in view the Ultimate capture of Moby Dick though he seemed ready 10
sacnifice all mortal interests 10 that one passion, nevertheless it may have been that he
was by nature and long habituation far 100 wedded 10 a Sery whaleman's ways,
alogether to adandon the collatersl prosecution of the voyage. Or at least if this were
otherwise, there were not wanting other motives much more influential with him. it
would be refirung 100 much, perhaps, even considernng his monomansa, 10 hint that hs
vindictiveness towaeds the White Whale might have possibly extended itself in some
degree 10 8l sperm whales, and that the more monsters he slew by 30 much the more
he muitiphed the chances that each subsequently encountered whale would prove 1o
be the hated one he hunted. But if such an hypothesis be indeed exceptionable, there
were soll 330Nl CONSCRtons which, though Aot 50 Strctly Sccordng with the
weidesng of his ruing passion, yet were by no means incapable of swaying hm
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Love will not be
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Ahab crossed the deck 1O gaze over on
the other side; but started at two
reflected, fond eyes in the water there.

Fedaliah was motioniessly leanng over
the same rail
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Jonah was completely
wrong

Tis my Mary, my Mary herself! She
promised that my boy, every moming,
should be camed %0 the bl to catch the
first gimpse of his father's saif Yes, yes!
no more! & is done! we head for
Nantucket' Come, my Captain, study out
the course, and et us swary! See, seef the
boy's face from the window! the boy's

A Whale of a Tale

In the Propontis, as far as | can learn,
none of that peculiar substance called
BRIT is to be found, the aliment of the
right whale. But | have every reason to
believe that the food of the sperm
whale—squid or cuttle-fish—lurks at the
bottom of that sea, because large
creatures, but by no means the largest
of that sort, have been found at its
surface. If, then, you properly put these
statements together, and reason upon
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Further Exploration Has Merit

To accomplsh his copect Ahad must use 1008, and of o <
100is used in the shadow of the moon, men are most apt to
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Responsive Typographic Style

_ine length Is important, but use device
norms for size

Think relative proportion, not specific
SCreen size

Test! Font quality Is improving, but no excuse

for not kr

oW

ng how It looks on
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Polish: design /s details

Type is your voice. Speak eloguently.
Real quotation marks are brilliant
Browsers are lazy letter-spacers

Openlype is Awesome. See what the
kerfuffle is all about
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"This" Iis not “that”

CMS are dumb
Use libraries like Typogrity & Smartypants
Automatically replace quotes, &'s, more

Never leave an
orphan
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Cozy Is as cozy does

Loose letters ook sloppy
Browsers aren’t so great at it

Try letter-spacing: -1px: In your headers
A Whale of an Afflicted Tale
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Cozy Is as cozy does

Loose letters ook sloppy
Browsers aren’t so great at it

Try letter-spacing: -1px; IN your headers

A Whale of an Afflicted Tale
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Cozy Is as cozy does

Loose letters ook sloppy
Browsers aren’t so great at it

Try letter-spacing: -1px; IN your headers

A Whale of an Afflicted Tale

Openlype Features bring real kerning!
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OpenType Feature Fest

Real kerning tables

Ligatures, Fractions & Swashes oh my!

A Whale of an Afflicted Tale

hwdesignco.com | @jpamental | FOWD London | #FOWD



OpenType Feature Fest

Real kerning tables

Ligatures, Fractions & Swashes oh my!

A Whale of an Afflicted Tale
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OpenType Feature Fest

Real kerning tables

Ligatures, Fractions & Swashes oh my!

A Whale of an Afflicted Tale

Every design element must have a purpose

Even If that purpose is simply greater beauty
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So let’s review.
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Responsive Web Typography

Yes, it’s a thing

t's about adapting to screen size,
network speed & device capabilities

't's about designing for what’s next
Last Winter Olympics: there was no iPad

The one before? No iPhone either
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Responsive Web Typography

Performance

Stats, Plattorms & Screen Tests

Progression (It's the web. Stuff breaks)

It the font fails, does your design hold up?

Proportion

It's about composition (think: small paintings)

Polish

h-w
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Don’t Panic.

There are lots of resources

Load only what you need
(specify each weight/variant)

Manage the loading process
htto://bit.ly/jpfontfall2

Use a modular scale
htto://bit.ly/jporwt

Add panache! (.net magazine May, 2014)
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Oh, and one more thing...

My book is in beta!

http://typeresponsively.com
(sign up to be notified when it’s available)
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http://typeresponsively.com

Thank you!
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http://bit.ly/jpfowd-rwt

Resources & Links

Oliver Reichenstein’s post
http://ia.net/blog/responsive-typography-the-basics/

A More Modern Scale
hitp://typecast.com/blog/a-more-
modern-scale-for-web-typography/
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